To our dearest fellow queers in Africa,

On behalf of the LGBTQ+ communities in East Asia, we hope this

correspondence will find you safe and sound.

We are community-based transgender groups and human rights activists

mainly active in East Asia, namely,

c P UVRY TR —T v/ [/ Transgender)apan (Japan) https://tgjp.jp/

- BEMBRBARMIERE / Intersex, Transsexual and Transgender care
association/ISTScare (Taiwan) https://www.istscare.org/

- #HEEAN A EHRERHEENREYE / Taiwan Alliance to Promote Civil Partnership
Rights (Taiwan) https://tapcpr.org/

- BFEREEES /Kansai Tongzhi Association (Japan)

« FHI ¥ /%> /FHI Japan (Japan)

- BEEAEN#E / Queer Margins (Taiwan) http://queermargins.tw

- B8IE_EEFJRF /Taiwan Non-binary Queer Sluts (Taiwan)
https://www.facebook.com/TaiwanNonbinary?mibextid=LQQJ4d

At this splendid opportunity, we would like to extend solidarity from the
bottom of our hearts with Africa Pride 2024 held on the StoneWall weekend.
We are thrilled to celebrate it together with you all.

On the other hand, sadly enough, we are deeply concerned with the status quo
in Africa that our precious fellow queers’ lives are in serious danger due to the
anti-LGBTQ+ laws in countries like, but not limited to, Uganda or Ghana. As
we understand, religious right wings have successfully influenced legislators
to the wrong direction. Not to mention, anti-abortion decision ruled by the
US Supreme Court has been used as their “excuse” for hatred. No hatred can
be justified with or without any reasons. Colonialism is resurging, taking on
new forms. Both colonialism and hate must have gone by now as much as

colonialism must have ended. That's why we need to yell out loud “Africa



Pride!” together at every street corner in the world even at this very moment.

Here in East Asia, it never is easy for LGBTQ+ fellows to find a nice and
comfortable place to live, either, fighting “family values” strongly supported
by religious right wings. Lots of churches in South Korea are standing in our
way. “Shinto” (Japanese regional religion) has quite influential power over the
lawmakers. Your situation in Africa is NOT just yours. We do have the same

type of opponents and problems in common.

How should we deal with it, then? As we believe, it’s crucial not to accept
being “an object” to be talked about by somebody else, but to become “a
subject” to speak up about oneself. In other words, we need to “CLAIM” our
existence, “RESIST” discrimination in any shape and size and “DEMAND”
to recover full human rights of ours. When we unite globally with our fellow
queers to share ideas and feelings, these steps would be much shorter and

easier.

Due to the development of the internet, even a horrible form of discrimination
travels incredibly fast over the boundaries because it’s literally a click away.
However, there is always a bright side. This info-tech also contributes a lot to
getting to know one another even from the opposite side of the world. Location
is not an issue any more. May we suggest that we would build up global
solidarity among us all. Please consider this correspondence as the very first

step for starting a more bright and fabulous future for us.

We sincerely hope that the entire Africa should be a comfortable place soon

enough for fellow queers to pursue true oneself to the fullest extent.

Once again, from us all, big, big congratulations on AFRICA PRIDE 2024!

June 29, 2024
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